
by Kim Gibson
photography by

The Michael Catlow Group

organizing's sake; she really enJoys helpIng
people. "Going into a client's office and showing
them the tools to use to help them streamline
their paper flow gives me great satisfactiom I
know when my clients 9rganize their time,
Ispace, and information, they are more
productive, but most of all, less stressed."

When a client first calls, she listens t"b their

organizing dilemma then has them c;mplete!'II

a Productive Environment Scorecarcl so that

she can get a good understanding~ of what
their vision is. She then performs .an on-site
assessment to determine what s~vice the

client will need. Once she's implemented her

strategies, she follows up with r.ger clients to
seehow theprocessesand toolsareworkingfor them.~

Kathleen doesn't just enjoy organizing for

Kathy knew she needed some trammg, so
she looked around for some ideas. "Once I
started~to create my business, I found Barbara
Hemphill, the world renowned 'Organizing
Qyeen','" Kathy said. Hemphill wrote books
on organizing both home and office. Kathy
contacted her and eventually became a
Productivity Training Organizing Consultant.

Besides having her mother as a great example,
Kathleen says she was "born with organizing
genes." She was very active organizing fund

raising events for her kids' schools::oOnce her

youngest graduated ~ig!l,i,c~ool~ Kathl~~'s
friends and ~f~Jy'em:o~rGred her to start her
own organizing business, and so KC Streamline
Concepts was begun.

It's In
Her Genes

"To help them streamline
their paper flow gives me

of: ° "grea~,satIsactIon.
Connectingwith people on aprofessional level is
importaJ::1tto Kathleen and her business. Besides
being a member of the National Association
of Professional Organizers, she was recently
certified by the organization to present their
NAPO in the Elementary Schools Program
to teach students basic organizing principles.
She also takes pride in her association with
eWomenNetwork.com. "This networking
group of women has been instrumental in
helping me get my business up and running!'
she said.
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, 1hrough it all, Kathleen looked to her mother
who she says was her "life mentor and biggest
support." Sadly, her mom passed away in
'01. Kathleen still misses her; but she always
remembers her hard work and dedication. "She

was a very organized person and managed to
juggle being a wife, mother, volunteer, working,
and keeping our home orderly and tidy without
it appearing to be overwhelming (not that life
was always perfect!)," Kathleen said.

what<;yer you call it, it'si sweet story. Kathleen

G Cowley grew up one street over from a boy,
• David, whoa she would eventually marry.

Their parents spent weekends playing cards,
had cookouts on Memorial and Labor Days,
and was best friends with David's sister. She

fondly remembered hers and David's "teasing
chemistry" as they got older. Finally, when he
returned from an army tour in Vietnam, David
a,~ked Kathleen to marry him and their life
together began.


